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SUBJECT: ITU: MARITIME ISSUE AT CCITT PLENARY ASSEMBLY 

REF: STATE 204366 

1 . AFTER DEPARTMENT'S COMMENTS HAD BEEN CONVEYED TO HIM 
ON AUGUST 18, ITU DEPUTY SYG BUTLER ASKED THAT USG KEEP 
FOLLOWING POINTS IN MIND: 

(A) RE BUTLER S REMARKS CITED IN PARA 1, REFTEL, DOCUMENT 
CITED REFLECTED ONLY HALF HIS STATEMENT; OTHER HALF WAS THAT, 
CONVERSELY, IF IN BILATERAL DEALINGS, ONE COUNTRY INSISTED 

THAT RADIO REGS PREVAIL OVER CHANGES MADE BY RECOMMENDATIONS, 
RADIO REGS WOULD PREVAIL. 

(B) ATTENDANCE AT CCITT JWP WAS DEFICIENT ON SEVERAL COUNTS: 

(1) ONLY 31 COUNTRIES WERE REPRESENTED; OF FLAG OF 
CONVENIENCE SHIPPERS, ONLY LIBERIA WAS PRESENT AND STRONGLY 
OBJECTED TO WHAT IT TERMED UNILATERAL ATTEMPT BY CCITT 
TO (A) APPROVE PRINCIPLE OF SINGLE ACCOUNTING AUTHORITY, 

AND (B) ELIMINATE MOBILE SHIP STATION CHARGES: SEE 

CONTRIBUTION 83; AND 
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(2) BY AND LARGE, PARTICIPANTS CAME FROM RPOAS AND DID NOT 
HAVE GOVERNMENT- APPROVED INSTRUCTIONS. SEVERAL ADMINIS- 
TRATIONS NOW BELIEVE PARTICIPANTS WENT TOO FAR AND ARE 
RECONSIDERING OFFICIAL POSITION TO BE TAKEN AT CCITT 
PLENARY; BUTLER STATES HE KNOWS THIS TO BE THE CASE WITH 
UK ADMINISTRATION; 

(C) ONLY 31 COUNTRIES ATTENDED JWP AND 70-75 EXPECTED AT 
CCITT PLENARY. HOWEVER. UPWARDS OF 130 EXPECTED AT 1979 
WARC. BUTLER CONCERNED ABOUT POSSIBILITY THAT PUTTING 
RECOMMENDATION INTO FORCE APPROVED BY ONLY ONE-QUARTER OR 
ONE-THIRD OF MEMBERSHIP PRIOR TO WARC COULD PRODUCE ADVERSE 
REPERCUSSION AT WARC ITSELF. CATTO 
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